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for the time being at tlio common collections, which
probably means "out of the common collections."
Bailiffs, constables, churchwardens, or others the
collectors of alms might be paid wages out of the
money collected if they forbore their own business
and labour, No penalties could be exacted merely
because the "voluntary and unconstrained alms and
charity of the parishioners or people " who were made
"contributory to such alms" turned out to be in-
sufficient for the purposes of the act, and no one
was to be "constrained to any such certain con-
tribution but as their free wills and charities shall
extend."

Both these acts were repealed by the act of 1547
(i Ed, VI., c. 3), which attempts to get over the
difficulty of dealing with sturdy vagabonds by making
them slaves for two years, and in certain cases for
life, to any man claiming them. If unclaimed by
any private person, they were to be sent to the place
of their birth, and there treated as public slaves.
The mayors and other head-officers of every city,
town, or hundred, were to see all lamed, sore, aged,
and impotent persons who were born therein, or
had been there most conversant or abiding by the
space of three years, and who could not be treated
as vagabonds, "bestowed and provided for of the
tenantries, cottages, or other convenient houses to
be lodged in, at the costs and charges of the said
cities, boroughs, and villages, there to be relieved
and cured by the devotion of the good people of the
said city, borough, town, or village." Impotent poor
persons found in cities and corporate towns where
they were not born or had not dwelt three years,